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significant victory for Papen's tactics. The Right, to which the
People's party had adhered for election purposes, did remarkably
well. The Nationalists won seventeen seats and the Populists
four. The Papen parties together polled close on 11-5 per cent of
the votes and increased their seats from fifty-three to seventy-four.
The Centrum and Bavarians lost seven seats and the Democrats
were reduced to a single member. On the Left the situation was
ominous. The Communists had won a striking victory; winning
eleven seats they reached the century for the first time, polling
2-4 per cent more than last time to reach 16-9 per cent of the
total vote, while the Socialists, polling 20-4 per cent only,
1-2 per cent less, lost twelve seats. But the startling feature of
the result was the disaster that had overtaken the National
Socialists. Their poll fell from 37-4 per cent to 33-1 and they
lost thirty-four seats.
The lessons were obvious, though they were unheeded. Papen's
tactics of coercing Hitler by defeating him at the polls had suc-
ceeded admirably. The most furious fight during the campaign
had been between Nationalists and National Socialists, the ingre-
dients of the "national concentration front." Hitler, deprived of
subsidies, had raved against the money lords and the capitalists
who preyed like vultures on a dying nation. With a magnificent
gesture he had flung all his willing team of hireling economists
overboard. "Economic conceptions are the death of national
idealism," he had cried, and proceeded to point out that economic
conceptions meant bankers and big business, but all that had
impressed people on the whole less than his defence of the
Potempa murderers and of the sabotage in the Berlin strike, than
his timidity and lack of the true revolutionary spirit on August 13.
The unimpressed of the one type voted Nationalist, those of the
other voted Communist. That was the lesson to the Socialist
leadership. There was revolutionism in Germany; it was divided,
but it was tending to drift to Communism simply because that
party called itself distinctly a revolutionary party and Socialist, no
less than National Socialist revolutionaries, had "gone red."
The Right was in high spirits; the journalistic self-congratulation
of their enemies deceived no one, The Centrist leader declared

